ON PAGE

1980 Debate
‘Papers’ Go
To Justice

By Martin Schram
and Lou Cannon
Veshinglon Post Stalf Writers

The White House said
vesterday that it has turned
- over to the Justice Depart-
ment  unspecitied
prepared by advisers to Pres-

ident Carter for his 1980 de-.

bate with Ronald Reagan.
The papers were found in

the files of Reagan campaign

officials.

While there are “similar-
tes” between these papers
and the complete Carter

. briefing book. White House
spokesman  Larry  Speakes
said, senior Reagan aides say
they believe they did not re-
ceive what former Carter ad-
visers say was Carter’s com-
plete briefing book for the
debate.

As 'the controversy gener-
ated increasing concern in-
side the White House. it was
announced yesterday morn-
ing’ that President Reagan
told dJustice Department of-
ficials to “pursue their mon-
itoring™ of questions about
how officials in his 1980
presidential campaign wound
up with the Carter papers
and to take
steps it illegality is indeed
tfound.”

In mid-afternoon, Carter's
tormer pollster, Patrick Cad-
dell, delivered to the White
House through an aide a
copv of what he said wds the

“papers™

“prompt legal .
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complete Carter briefing book for the 1980
debate.

- After it was reviewed by top Reagan aides,
including chief of staff James A. Baker III,
Office of Management and Budget Director
David A. Stockman and White House com-
munications director David R. Gergen, the
White House issued a statement last night,
saying:

““In their view. their initial examination

suggests that, while some of the policy issue
briefing material has similarities to what
they recall having seen during the campaign,
it appears to be a more finished, more sen-
sitive briefing book than they recall.
* “Further, the Carter briefing book in-
cludes strategic and tactical information that
thev specifically do not’recall having seen:
more focused debating points, recommended
‘key lines' and ‘first-hand accounts,” ‘ques-
tions to ask,’ in rebuttal, recommended ‘chal-
lenges,’ etc.”

. The statement added. the revelation that

“mdependently, the White House ‘counsel's

office has also received papers which -have

been retrieved from certain Reagan cam-
paign officials’ files. This material hab been
forwarded to Justice.”

The White House statement did not de-
scribe these papers further and said nothing
about how they came into the possession of
Reagan campaign officials.

Baker, in a letter of explanation to a
House subcommittee studying the matter,
had said that he was given the documents
during the 1980 campaign by William J.
Casey, who was Reagan’s campaign chairman
and is now the director of the CIA.

Yesterday's White House statement said
that Casey “has not yet had an opportunity
to review the material.”

But it was learned that Baker had dis-
cussed the matter with Casey at a meeting
Sunday.

That followed a Saturday meeting of sev-
eral top Reagan aides with White House
deputy counsel Richard A. Hauser about the
Carter briefing book controversy.

Speakes said the meeting was “to get to-
gether and get their recollections together on
the matter.” _

Casey has repeatedly said, according to
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administration sources, that he does not re-
member ever secing the Carter briefing ma-
terial.

“We don't know where the material came
from and how it got to the campaign,” an-
other administration official said. “The trail
ends with Casey. He says he has no recollec-
tion.” )

Reagan, while saying last week that he
considers the matter “much ado about noth-
ing,” added that he wants to “get at the bot-
tom” of the controversy.

Speakes said the office of White House

" counsel Fred F. Fielding yesterday gave the |

Justice Department some instructions fromI
the president. ,

“Consistent with its responsibilities, the
Department of Justice is monitoring the de-
velopment of information with respect Lo the
allegations concerning certain briefing ma-
{erials that the 1980 Reagan campaign or-
ganization may have received from the Car-
ter campaign or Carter administration,”
Speakes said.

“Now the preSIdents instructions: the
president has asked the Justice Department
to assure that this monitoring is pursued

vigorously and that, if evidence of illegality is
produced, appropriate further action be
taken promptly. He has asked that anyone
with information related to the allegations

“- provide such information to the Justice De-

partment immediately,” he said.

" Reagan advisers Baker, Gergen and Stock-
man have said that at the time the Reagan
campaign came into possession of the Carter
briefing papers they did not think the papers
were of great help or significance in prepar-
ing Reagan for the debate.

Former Carter advisers strongly disagree.
They contend that because Reagan knew
Carter’s planned line of attack on each issue
he could avoid the sort of gaffe that could
have been made if he were truly caught off
guard.

That, they say, might have been crucial
because the debate was a pivotal event in

..what had been a very close election race.

At a news conference yesterday, Demo-
cratic National Committee Chairman
Charles T. Manatt called for appointment of
a special prosecutor to probe the matter.

But a spokesman for Manatt said the
chairman would not formally make the re-
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quest to the Justice Department, because he
felt it would not be appropriate for him to
do so. ‘ ‘
Rep. Donald J. Albosta (D-Mich.), chair-
man of the House Post Office and Civil Ser-
vice subcommittee on human resources.
scheduled a news conference Wednesday to
disclose his panel's plans to pursue the in-
vestigation into what the Reagan campaign
received and how. -
A source close to Albosta said he wants to
have a full investigation to determine wheth-
er any violation of law was involved.
Yesterday top White House officials con-
vened what they called an “issues luncheon”
to help Reagan prepare for tonight’s sched-
uled nationally televised news conference.
Speakes said the matter of the Carter
briefing documents was not mentioned at
the luncheon.
. Informed sources said that senior advisers
had decided in advance not to mention the
issue to the president and that Reagan did
not ask about it during the course of the lun-
cheon. ' '
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